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MEDIA RELEASE	
 	

49TH TELLURIDE FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES 	
KANTEMIR BALAGOV AND KIRA KOVALENKO 	

AS 2022 FESTIVAL GUEST DIRECTORS	
 	
Los Angeles, CA – Telluride Film Festival (TFF), presented by National Film 
Preserve LTD., is proud to announce dissident Russian filmmakers Kantemir 
Balagov and Kira Kovalenko as its 2022 Festival Guest Directors. The award-
winning filmmakers are set to select a series of films to present at the 49th 
Telluride Film Festival running September 2 - 5, 2022. 	
 	
Festival organizers annually select the world’s great film enthusiasts to join them 
in the creation of the Festival’s program lineup. The Guest Directors serve as key 
collaborators in the Festival’s programming decisions, bringing new ideas and 
overlooked films to Telluride. In keeping with Telluride Film Festival tradition, 
Balagov’s and Kovalenko’s film selections, along with the rest of the Telluride 
lineup, will be kept secret until Opening Day.	
 	
Kantemir Balagov was born in 1991 in the city of Nalchik of the Kabardino-
Balkarian Republic. He briefly left the city to study economics in Stavropol, but 
soon realized his interests were in the arts and returned to Nalchik to enroll in 
film school at Kabardino-Balkarian State University under the direction of 
Alexander Sokurov. Upon graduation he directed his first feature film, 
CLOSENESS, for which he received the FIPRESCI Prize Un Certain Regard at the 
2017 Cannes Film Festival. His second feature, BEANPOLE, also won the 
FIPRESCI Prize Un Certain Regard and the Best Director Prize Un Certain 
Regard at Cannes in 2019 and was an Oscar shortlist. His next project, TV series 
THE LAST OF US, is set to premiere on HBO in 2023.	
 	
“I was in Telluride for the first time in 2017 with my first film CLOSENESS,” says 
Balagov. “As a reclusive person, I always feel anxious about going to festivals, 



 

but on the first day of being in Telluride, I felt it was different. The festival cares 
about the uniqueness of the various authors’ statements, it provides love and 
vulnerability, and it makes you feel at home. Tom and Julie put so much heart 
and soul into it and have created an incredible community. No, community is 
the wrong word. They have created a family, and Kira and I are so honored to 
be a part of this family. We are thrilled to be the Guest Directors this year. We 
promise that we will passionately pick the films because we believe that movies 
are little miracles that we desperately need right now.”  
  
Kira Kovalenko was born in 1989 in Nalchik, Russia and attended Kabardino-
Balkarian State University’s film school under Alexander Sokurov’s direction. 
Her first feature film, SOFICHKA, was released in 2016. Her second feature, 
UNCLENCHING THE FISTS, premiered in 2021 to much acclaim, winning the 
Grand Prize Un Certain Regard at the Cannes Film Festival.  
  
“2021 was my first time in America,” comments Kovalenko. “I was told that I 
would be going to the best place on earth. I was anxiously waiting and 
fantasizing. On the way to the festival, I opened the book that I carried with me. 
There was a photo. In the photo were Larisa Shepitko, Werner Herzog, and Ed 
Lachman. I went to where this photo was taken. This was my first Telluride 
experience. It is not only a place where cinema, fate, history, and the spirit of 
the place intertwine. To everyone who has been there once it becomes special. 
There is a secret in this. I think this is the secret of love. The secret of the love 
that Tom and Julie have for the cinema. Love for the place. And now I receive 
such a huge gift to be the Guest Director. I have a chance to become a part of 
this mystery and share movies that help me live, give me hope and remind me 
not to forget about miracles.” 
 	
“One of the most special aspects of Telluride is the remarkable family of 
returning filmmakers that has formed over the years,” comments TFF executive 
director Julie Huntsinger. “These wildly talented people continue to create films 
of such high quality and regard, and we are thrilled to continue to discover and 
invite their new works again and again. There are threads of shared continuity 
between the filmmakers themselves as well. An unfailing humanism, a desire to 
be truthful and brave and tell stories that make us think and feel in profound 
ways. Our Guest Directors this year, Kantemir Balagov and Kira Kovalenko are 
not only two returning filmmakers with a distinct point of view, but they are also 
wonderful, young cinephiles (they met at film school) who will bring their brave 



 

and singular voices to a section we cannot wait to share with our wider 
audience in September.”	
 	
Past Guest Directors include Barry Jenkins, Pico Iyer, Jonathan Lethem, Joshua 
Oppenheimer, Volker Schlöndorff, Rachel Kushner, Guy Maddin, Caetano 
Veloso, Michael Ondaatje, Alexander Payne, Salman Rushdie, Peter 
Bogdanovich, B. Ruby Rich, Phillip Lopate, Errol Morris, Bertrand Tavernier, 
John Boorman, John Simon, Buck Henry, Laurie Anderson, Stephen 
Sondheim, G. Cabrera Infante, Peter Sellars, Don DeLillo, J.P. Gorin, Edith 
Kramer and Slavoj Žižek.	
 	
The Guest Director program is sponsored by Turner Classic Movies (TCM). 
Considered throughout the industry as one of the leading authorities on classic 
film, the network presents great films, uncut and commercial-free, highlighting 
the entire spectrum of film history. 	
 	
For more information about Telluride Film Festival, 
visit www.telluridefilmfestival.org.	
 	
About Telluride Film Festival	
The prestigious Telluride Film Festival ranks among the world’s best film festivals and is an annual gathering 
for film industry insiders, cinema enthusiasts, filmmakers, and critics. TFF is considered a major launching 
ground for the fall season’s most talked-about films. Founded in 1974, Telluride Film Festival, presented in 
the beautiful mountain town of Telluride, Colorado, is an international educational event celebrating the art 
of film. Telluride Film Festival’s long-standing commitment is to join filmmakers and film connoisseurs 
together to experience great cinema. The exciting schedule, kept secret until just before Opening Day, 
consists of over three dozen filmmakers presenting their newest works, special Guest Director programs, 
major Tributes to guest artists, special events and remarkable treasures from the past. Telluride Film Festival 
is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit educational program. Festival headquarters are in Berkeley, CA.	
 	
About Turner Classic Movies	
Turner Classic Movies (TCM) is a two-time Peabody Award-winning network that presents classic films, 
uncut and commercial-free, from the largest film libraries in the world highlighting “where then meets now.” 
TCM features the insights from Primetime host Ben Mankiewicz along with hosts Alicia Malone, Dave 
Karger, Jacqueline Stewart and Eddie Muller, plus interviews with a wide range of special guests and serves 
as the ultimate movie lover destination. With more than two decades as a leading authority in classic film, 
TCM offers critically acclaimed series like The Essentials, along with annual programming events like 31 
Days of Oscar® and Summer Under the Stars. TCM also directly connects with movie fans through popular 
events such as the annual TCM Classic Film Festival in Hollywood, the TCM Big Screen Classics screening 
series, and the TCM Classic Cruise. In addition, TCM produces the wildly successful podcast “The Plot 
Thickens,” which has had more than 6 million downloads to date. TCM hosts a wealth of material online 
at tcm.com and through the Watch TCM mobile app. Fans can also enjoy a classic movie experience on the 
Classics Curated by TCM hub on HBO Max.	
 	
About Our Sponsors	
Telluride Film Festival is supported by Signature Sponsors: Turner Classic Movies, Meyer 
Sound; Major Sponsors: Netflix, Amazon Studios, Participant, Universal Studios; Festival  Sponsors: ARRI, 



 

The Criterion Collection, Dolby, Dell Technologies; SHOW Sponsors: Air Planning, Telluride Ski & Golf 
Resort, Telluride Mountain Village Owners Association; Hospitality Partners: AvantStay, L’Ermitage Beverly 
Hills, Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group, New Sheridan Hotel, Telluride Alpine Lodging; plus Spectrum, the 
Town of Telluride and the Commission for Community Assistance, Arts and Special Events, among others.	
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